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Presentation Outline / Scope

Å Background

Å Nature of Warragamba cyanobacteria bloom in 2007

Å Cyanobacteria data ïmonitoring and modelling 

Å Preliminary results
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Sydney Catchment Authority - SCA

Å The SCA is a New South Wales state 

Government agency, created in 1999.

Å The SCA's functions are to protect the 

quality and quantity of water in 

catchment areas.

Å The SCA manages 20 reservoirs and 

provides raw water for over 4 million 

people
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Warragamba Dam (Lake Burragorang)

Å Physical properties

ï 2050 GL

ï 105 m depth (max)

ï 7500 ha

Å Catchment

ï 9050 sq. km

ï Forrest, agricultural and semi-urban

Å Characteristics

ï 2 major arms + the gorge

ï Stratification

ï Turnover 

ï Variable off-take

Å Generally good quality water

3 reservoirs

in one?
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2007 bloom

Algae swamps chief water supply 

Algae covering most of Warragamba Dam

Sydney dam algae 'doubles again'

Strong media interest
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Inflow to Warragamba in June 2007 
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ÅInflow 2007 ïJune 9 onwards

ÅWater level near record low

ÅSCA monitored for turbidity spikes near the off-take (indicator for inflow)

Record

low

stored

volume

in

early

2007

Å Inflow volume of 490 GL ïReservoir volume from 680 to 1170 GL
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2007 inflows

ÅThree major peaks ïmaximum daily value of 58,400 ML
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Monitoring and modelling (SS and temp)

0911 18 25
June 07 July 07

02

June 17 June 21 June 28

MOVIE


