NSW Office of Water

Blue-green algae anad
water quality monitoring

The NSW Office of Water, in conjunction with State Water Corporation, Local
Government and water utilities, maintains an extensive blue-green algae and
water quality monitoring network across NSW.

The map of 2008-09 algal alert levels shows that the continuing drought across
most of the State provided ideal conditions for algal growth.

Numerous large storages were on Red Alert for more than half of 2008-09,
including:

> Malpas Reservoir (Armidale)

> Pindari Reservoir (Ashford/Inverell)

> Copeton Reservoir (Inverell)

> Windamere Reservoir (Mudgee).

The blue-green algal bloom in the Murray River in autumn 2009 highlighted
the strength and resilience of algal management in NSW, with the former
Department of Water and Energy able to mobilise resources quickly and

efficiently to monitor outbreaks and to co-ordinate a response with other states
and agencies.

Algal alert levels for
recreational use in NSW are
based on biovolume guidelines
from the National Health and
Medical Research Council
(2008) Guidelines for Managing

Risks in Recreational Waters
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Reported algal blooms 2008-09
showing percentage of days with red,
amber and green outbreak alerts
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