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Welcome to the twenty fourth issue of Water Quality Research Australia News.

WQRA is a company, funded by Members, that coordinates and manages collaborative research on
water issues related to public health and aspects of water supply, water recycling and wastewater
management. WQRA was incorporated in October 2007.

Issues 1 — 23 of Water Quality Research Australia News can be downloaded from the WQRA website:

wWww.wgra.com.au There are currently 646 subscribers to this newsletter.
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¢ Important dates for your diary
27 May Perth Board Meeting
28 May Perth Members Meeting
18 Jun Teleconf Board Meeting
28 Jun — 2 Jul Singapore International Water Week Conference
5-7 July Sydney IWA YWP Conference
2-3 Aug Melb National Cyanobacterial Workshop
25-26 Aug Melb Board Strategy Meeting
26 Aug Melb Board Meeting
27 Aug Melb Members meeting

(4 (Acting) CEOs report

Most of our readers will know that Jodieann and her partner are the happy and doting parents
of Charlotte. Charlotte was delivered safely on 30 April, at 8.55 am.


http://www.wqra.com.au/

At the end of April | attended the GWRC Board meeting in Rotterdam. The first day of the
meeting featured presentations from Dutch project leaders giving an update on ‘Water in the
Netherlands’. There sure is plenty of that! This session was followed by a series of workshops on
the five new research themes of the GWRC: Desalination, Water Footprint, Rain and Grey Water,
Pipe Materials and Water Quality in Distribution Systems. The highlight of the meeting was the
signing of the new GWRC Agreement of Cooperation for 2010-2015. After participating in this
forum the benefits of being involved in the GWRC are clear. Other noteworthy events of the last
weeks included the WSAA Water and Health meeting, AWA Water Research Workshop in
Brisbane and the Australian Recycling Centre of Excellence workshop in Adelaide.

We have now released the request for tender for a new website, and we are looking forward to
making progress on this very important project. The document is on the current website, and if
you know of any talented web service providers we encourage you to bring it to their attention.

Michele Akeroyd

¢ Community Water Planner on web

The Community Water Planner Field Guide will assist water managers, service providers and
Indigenous organisations working with remote communities to plan and implement water
management programs for settlements with small water supplies. This project was led by Robyn
Grey-Gardiner of CAT, funded by the National Water Commission and managed by WQRA. Other
contributors were the NSW Department of Health, Power and Water Corporation (NT) and
Water Corporation (WA).

(4 IWC Water Leaders Scholarships

International Water Centre Water Leader Scholarships are now open for the Master of
Integrated Water Management in 2011. This is a great opportunity for water professionals to
bring new expertise into organisations to keep them at the forefront of the industry. Full time,
part time or distance study options are available. The program is co-taught and co-badged by
The University of Queensland, Griffith University, Monash University and The University of
Western Australia

For more information: http://www.watercentre.org/education/programs/scholarships/iwc-
scholarships

¢ Health Stream issue 57
Among the feature items in the latest issue are:

Coomera Cross-Connection Incident - A cross-connection incident at Pimpama Coomera has
marred the introduction of Class A+ recycled water to this major dual reticulation development
site in southeast Queensland. A few days after recycled water was first turned on, taste and
odour complaints from residents resulted in the discovery of a cross-connection that had
allowed recycled water to mix with the drinking water supply in over 630 homes. Investigations
into the cause of the incident are still underway.

* Progress on Sanitation and Drinking Water Millenium Development Goals- The World Health
Organisation (WHO) has issued a biennial report on progress towards the Millennium
Development Goal (MDG) targets relating to drinking-water and sanitation The goals were to
halve the proportion of people in the world without access to improved drinking water supplies,
and/or without access to adequate sanitation by 2015. The report indicates that progress in
providing improved drinking water supplies is on track, however based on current trends,
improvements in sanitation are unlikely to meet the target.

The registered office of WQRA is at Level 3, 250 Victoria Square, Adelaide


http://www.wqra.com.au/temp/WQRA_Website_Request_for_Tender.pdf
http://www.wqra.com.au/cwplanner/CWPlanner.htm
http://www.watercentre.org/education/programs/scholarships/iwc-scholarships
http://www.watercentre.org/education/programs/scholarships/iwc-scholarships

To read these articles and more click here — Health Stream # 57

(4 Web Browser Survey update

Thanks to those Members who responded to this request. So far there is a spread across
Internet Explorer versions 6, 7 and 8. A set of WQRA coasters is on its way to Paul Atherton of
Grampians Wimmera Mallee Water, whose name was picked in the prize draw!

If you forgot, or didn’t get around to responding last time, it would still be helpful for us to know
what you are using. To find out what version you have, launch your web browser, and then the
help tab. There should be an ‘About’ option, which reveals the version.

Send a quick email with these details to angela.gackle@wqgra.com.au

¢ WQRA Node Meetings

Node Meetings are an excellent opportunity to provide a local update on recent WQRA activities
and find out more about other relevant activities in regions and organisations. Of most value in
these forums are the discussion, feedback and news from all participants. While the main target
audience is people from member organisations, non-members are usually welcome to attend.

Vic/Tas Node Meeting — Melbourne 21* April 2010

Carolyn Bellamy, Gareth Roeszler and David Halliwell attended the Victorian/Tasmanian node
meeting hosted by Victoria University at the Werribee Campus. There were 24 attendees at the
meeting.

Prof Stephen Gray and his staff from the Institute for Sustainability and Innovation (ISI) at
Victoria University conducted a tour of their laboratories prior to the meeting. Although there
are many water related research themes undertaken at VU, there is a particular emphasis on
membrane science, and it was great to see some of the laboratory and pilot scale facilities at VU.

NSW Node Meeting — Sydney 22" April 2010

The NSW node meeting was held the following day at The University of NSW, with Carolyn
Bellamy, Gareth Roeszler and David Halliwell attending. Approximately 20 people attended.

Dr Stuart Khan hosted a tour of the UNSW chemistry laboratories for members immediately
after the meeting.

Qld Node Meeting — Brisbane 13" May 2010

Michele Akeroyd and David Halliwell attended the first Qld node meeting, at Christies
conference centre in Brisbane. Approximately 20 people attended, including invited guests from
a range of organisations. Water related research in SE Qld includes work through the Urban
Water Security Research Alliance and more recently a new National Centre of Excellence for
Water Recycling based in SE Qld — now in start up mode. The next Qld node meeting will be on
the 4™ Nov 2010 and is likely to be held at the new Smart Water Centre on the Gold Coast.

The node meeting was preceded by an AWA meeting on the 12" May ‘What’s new in water’.
WQRA assisted with the speaker line-up for the day/evening program, with several WQRA
projects showcased throughout the day. Acting CEO, Michele Akeroyd, presented an overview of
WQRA during the evening session.

€ Research Programs Update
Wastewater/Recycled Water

Key achievements in the WW and RW programs include the execution of research agreements
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with the Victorian Smart Water Fund (SWF) for the 4 recently awarded projects announced last
month. These projects are now in their commencement phase, and should produce some
interesting results. The SWF officially launched these projects (and other successful SWF
projects) at the Royal Melbourne Zoo on the 18" May.

The final report for the SWF project titled ‘Pathogen reduction in activated sludge plants’ was
recently completed and submitted to the SWF for approval. A follow up project continuing some
of the work done in this project at the Eastern Treatment Plant (Carrum, Victoria) is now
underway.

A new project ‘Protocol for evaluating chemical pretreatment for high pressure membranes’ is
about to begin in partnership with the Water Research Foundation (US), UNSW and WQRA.
WQRA has been in negotiations for almost 12 months finalising the project and contractual
details, and it is great that it will now commence in June 2010. The principal investigator for this
project is A/Prof Greg Leslie from UNSW.

Drinking Water Program

The focus of the Drinking Water Program over the past month has been to review milestone
reports for several WQRA projects that are up and running.

One Milestone Report to note is that for the WQRA Project ‘Public perception of source

protectionanditsrelat i onshi p t o r ecr e atOnthendvieemfdhe Rvajetter t r e a
Steering Committee, the Milestone 5 report has been peer reviewed so that this important

research can contribute to the deliberations of the WA Parliamentary inquiry into Recreation

Activities within Public Drinking Water Source Areas.

A paper on the WQRA project 1001 ‘Guidelines and Best Practice Documentation - Water Supply
in Remote Indigenous Communities’ has been accepted as an oral presentation at the
International Water Congress in Montreal. The project is led by Robyn Grey-Gardner, Centre for
Appropriate Technology.

WQRA have also established the WQRA Algal Reference Group, bringing together project leaders
and industry partners involved in WQRA research projects. The purpose of this group is to act as
a forum to communicate project outcomes, issues, directions and to act as a point of
coordination for future cyanobacteria projects. The group will support cyanobacteria research
and strengthen the current WQRA cyanobacteria projects.

¢ Education Program News
PhD Initiative —

WQRA PhD scholarships have recently been awarded to Sarit Kaserzon [UQ], Development and
calibration of aquatic passive sampler technologies for emerging pharmaceuticals and water
pollutants and to Jane-Louise Lampard [Griffith University], Health risk assessment of
stormwater harvested for reuse.

Student Mentoring — Dr Terry Anderson [SE Water] has accepted the role as Mentor for Nancy
Millis PhD Student, Jeremy Hartley [Curtin University].

Summer Scholarships Initiative
2010 Student summary reports will soon be available on the WQRA website.
PhDs completed

Congratulations to Kathy Cinque (Melbourne Water / RMIT) who has been awarded her PhD.
The title of her thesis is “A quantitative approach to assessing the effectiveness of catchment
management for the improvement of drinking water quality”. Congratulations also to Kate

The registered office of WQRA is at Level 3, 250 Victoria Square, Adelaide



Langdon who has also been awarded a PhD for her project (at Adelaide Uni) “Risk Assessment
for Pathogens and Organic Contaminants in Biosolids”.

IWA Young Water Professionals — Registrations for WQRA Members

WQRA received a number of applications for the offer of support for young water professionals
to attend the IWA YWP conference in July. We are pleased to announce that the following
Member applicants have now been registered to attend:

Peta Neal, University of Queensland
Daniel Fischer, GWM Water
Sebastien Allard, Curtin University

(4 IWA YWP Water Careers Expo

Continuing professional development of Young Water Professionals (YWPs) is essential for a
workforce which is adequate in size, capable in skills and strong in leadership to fulfil the present
and future needs of water and wastewater industries. It is important that YWPs take home an
understanding of the varied and exciting opportunities available to them in the water sector.

Wednesday 7" July will be dedicated to a Professional Development Day, with a key component
being the Careers Exposition.

Companies have been invited to showcase career opportunities to leading YWPs. The Careers
Exposition will also be open to undergraduate and postgraduate students not attending the
conference. The Careers Exposition will be widely advertised among the five Sydney universities
giving an unprecedented opportunity to reach potential future water sector employees. Keep an
eye out for the WQRA stand at this expo!

¢ 2010 National Cyanobacteria Workshop

WQRA is once again supporting the National Cyanobacteria Workshop, to be held in Melbourne
on 2-3 August 2010. The focus of the workshop will be:

¢ Incident Management — Case Studies

¢ Prevention and Source Water Management

¢ Analytical Methods

¢ Treatment — Research and Guidance

¢ Guidelines for Managing Cyanobacterial Risks; and

¢ Break out session - National consistency and key research priorities

For further details please contact Angela Gackle (angela.gackle@wgra.com.au) or Vanora
Mulvenna (Vanora.Mulvenna@health.vic.gov.au).

¢ Water and Health: Where Science Meets Policy October 25-26, 2010 North Carolina USA

Water and Health: Where Science Meets Policy, is jointly sponsored by the UNC Institute for the
Environment and the Water Institute at UNC, and will deal with critical issues in water and
health internationally and nationally. Additional workshops will address key water issues from
around the world.

Please see the conference website (link below) for a list of conference themes, confirmed
keynote speakers and details on conference activities. www.ie.unc.edu/water2010

¢ EHRA course, Brisbane 12-16 July 2010

A Short Course in Environmental Health Risk Assessment will be held from 12-16 July 2010 in
Brisbane, and is jointly organised by the National Research Centre for Environmental Toxicology
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(Entox, the University of Queensland), Smart Water Research Centre, the University of Sunshine
Coast, the CRC for Contamination Assessment and Remediation of the Environment and the
Australasian College of Toxicology and Risk Assessment (ACTRA).

The course is aimed at increasing knowledge and awareness of environmental health issues, and
developing and updating methodological skills in hazard identification, exposure assessment,
dose response relationships, risk characterisation, risk management. Follow the link above for
more information and to register.

¢ Sewer Processes and Networks conference — 7-10 November 2010

A reminder that the 6th International Conference on Sewer Processes and Networks, SPN6 is on
at the Gold Coast from 7-10 November 2010. For more details go to the website: www.spn6.net/

Conference themes will include:

¢ In-sewer physical, chemical and biological processes
e Odour management and treatment

e Corrosion processes and protection

e Interaction between sewers and treatment plants

¢ Knowledge management and decision support tools

¢ ‘State-of-the-Art’ Water Quality Monitoring and Analysis Workshops, Melb, 4 August 2010

The AWA Water Quality Monitoring and Analysis Specialist Network is presenting a half day
workshop on leading edge advancements in the field. This provides a great opportunity to
update and network with experts and colleagues. The workshop will be of interest to managers,
practitioners and students involved and interested in Australia’s water and wastewater sectors.
For more information follow this link.

O New publications

Three recently completed final research reports are now available on the WQRA website:

Research Report 65: BMAA in Potable Waters: an International Assessment of Exposure Levels
by John Papageorgiou et al.

Research Report 76: DOC Removal by Biological Treatment by Chris Pipe-Martin, Julien
Reungoat and Jurg Keller.

Research Report 85: Development of Biological Treatment Systems for Concentrated Natural
Organics Streams by Sandra Brinkmann and Jim Morran.
Contributing to WQRA News

Water Quality Research Australia News is sent to people associated with member organisations and
others who have an interest in WQRA and its activities. If you would like to be added to the mailing
list or submit an item for the next newsletter, send an email to Angela.Gackle@wgra.com.au

Key Contacts for Water Quality Research Australia Limited:
Chairman: Michael R Moore Ph: 07 3274 9001 Email: Moore.wgra@gmail.com

Acting CEO/Program Manager: Michele Akeroyd: Ph 0408 510 288
Email: michele.akeroyd@wgra.com.au

COQ: Phillip Auckland Ph: 08 7424 2446 Email: phillip.auckland@wgra.com.au
Program Manager: David Halliwell: Ph 0428 393 464 Email: david.halliwell@wgra.com.au
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